An Introduction to RSS and the CASH Newsfeeds
What this user guide covers:
This user guide provides an introduction to RSS, including an explanation of the different
types of RSS reader or reader. The CASH service produces a range of RSS newsfeeds for
different subjects, the content of which can be viewed or subscribed to via CASH website.

Introduction to RSS
What is RSS?
RSS stands for ‘Really Simple Syndication’– it refers to files easily read by a computer
called “XML files” that automatically update information. This information is fetched by an
RSS feed reader that converts the files into the latest updates from websites in an easy to
read format or a newsfeed. Newsfeeds are useful for aggregating web content by topic,
author or website. Instead of visiting multiple web pages to check for new content, the user
can look at the summaries and choose which links to follow for the full versions. The items
of information gathered via RSS can be viewed in an RSS ‘reader’.
Even with countless ways to receive information these days, the RSS feeder still holds its
own as an important way for you to stay updated on what’s important to you.
What is an RSS reader?
RSS feed readers offer an efficient way to follow news, websites, software updates,
newsletters, blogs and more. Many have strong search capabilities. There are three
different types of reader.

Web based readers
Web based readers are simple to use and require no software downloads. They have the
advantage of being accessible from any computer with an internet connection, and
therefore provide a good option for those wishing to view their RSS subscriptions from
multiple locations and PCs/devices.
Feedly is one of the most popular web RSS feed readers. The basic version is free.
Omea Reader is another example of a popular web based reader. It also allows its readers
to use the search folders, workspaces, categories, and annotations to neatly arrange
information.
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RSS Bandit is an alternative feed reader that lets you browse news in an organized
fashion. Its flexibility, virtual folders, and synchronization abilities are good.
Browser based readers
Many modern web browsers are now compatible with RSS. They work by automatically
checking for newsfeeds as you browse the web. Where feeds are available, the orange
RSS icon will appear. Click on the RSS icon to view the contents of the newsfeed and any
subscription options. Browser based readers can also take the form of a free add-on or
download.
RSS Feed Reader is the best RSS Feed Reader extension for Chrome, Firefox, iOS and
Android. This reader enables you to get a simple overview of your RSS and Atom feeds in
the toolbar.
Desktop readers
Desktop readers require you to download a piece of software onto your PC. In addition,
some email software allows you to subscribe to and view the contents of RSS.
Where can I find out more?
The BBC has a number of good newsfeeds, including one for health news. Their pages
include a good introduction to RSS in general.

1. Viewing and Subscribing to CASH Newsfeeds
The list of subjects which have a newsfeed is available on the CASH website.
http://cash.libraryservices.nhs.uk/subject-a-z/

Subscribe to the newsfeed by clicking
on the RSS link

Copy and paste the URL into your RSS
reader
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Copy and paste the URL into your RSS
reader
Or follow the subscription options on
the screen

2. Embedding on your own page or website
It is possible to embed a CASH newsfeed into your own intranet, internet or discovery tool
depending on your permissions.
To embed a newsfeed in a website
1. Generate the code of the newsfeed you would like to use e.g. https://rss.bloople.net/
2. Enter the RSS URL as above and decide how many items you would like to be
displayed and the format.

3. You copy this code into the html of the website e.g.
<script
src="//rss.bloople.net/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcash.libraryservices.nhs.uk%2Finfectioncontrol.rss&detail=&limit=10&showtitle=false&type=js"></script>
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Netvibes and Protopage
Netvibes and Protopage are examples of readers that enable Library and Knowledge
Services to aggregate information from a variety of different sources into a single platform
or ‘dashboard’. CASH has setup its own example Netvibes dashboard, which displays upto-date content from some of our key subject areas. It can also provide access to the
contents of the newsfeeds in the form of a daily email alert. Email alerts could also be
made available for bulletins, helping alert LKS as they are uploaded onto the CASH
website. Click here to find out more about the CASH Portal and email alerts.

Example of embedding on EBSCO Discovery

Example newsfeed
embedded in EBSCO
Discovery – ask EBSCO
Support for help
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Next steps
For instructions on distributing a newsfeed bulletin see the separate user guide:

How to set up a regular email using a CASH RSS feed in Mailchimp
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